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May 2009 - Interview with Victoria

This month has been very busy as I plan my adventure that consists of
meeting Pauline Oliveros and the other members of the improvising ensemble
"Deep Listening" in Ft. Worden, WA. Our goal will be to make music in the
Cistern Chapel, a huge empty water reservoir, where the ensemble recorded 20
years ago. The natural reverberance of this space offers a rare opportunity
to record the ensemble and I also hope to try out some of my own sound
experiments. I will be documenting this experience and the concert in
Seattle using my portable audio field recorder, still camera and Blu-Ray
video camera. It will be a challenge to provide light in the Cistern because
there is no electrical power and everything must run on batteries. I am
considering some options including LED and halogen lights, but I realize
that I want to maintain the ambience and not floodlight the space.
Paul Plimley and I are working hard in his studio to produce music and
waiting to hear back from our March 1, 2009 Canada Council application for
residency, hosted by the Magic Lab at UBC. It is difficult to be patient
until July, but we are continuing to develop musical ideas to pair with the
multi-media projections and gesture control technology featured in the UBC
grant request.
The Live More Lightly Project is continuing and I presented several "mini"
workshops at Vancouver Community College as part of their Sustainability
Fair. I still have to post the video to my website, and I hope that will be
accomplished soon. The Live More Lightly Project is based around the song of
the same name and encourages individuals to do one small thing to reduce
their impact on the planet.

Multi-media: Motion, Sound and Light

Cover photos taken by Victoria

Bottom Left - Intersecting Lines

- Kenneth Newby, Alexandra Dulic, Martin Gottfrit

with guest musicians. Top Centre - Drum+Light Festival - John Kosrud with dancers,
projections and orchestra. Lower Right - Triaspora - Orchid Ensemble with Moving
Dragon produced by Lorita Leung Dance

New Directions

My core training is in music, but my work has emerged from the meeting of
computers and art. As computers developed into mult-media production
machines, I found that my skills in visual and literary arts were much more
marketable than my expertise in audio recording or music production. Graphic
design, video production, writing. proof reading and editing along with
computer instruction; became the sources of income that supported my musical
creativity and multi-media projects.
This year, I have moved towards integrating my writing and visual arts
skills into producing a combined multi-media experience. I have developed my
grant writing and publication abilities and invested in camera and video
equipment to expand visual possibilities beyond documentation and into the
realm of creative storytelling.
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Open Source Tools

As an artist who explores
diverse pathways, I often do
not have sufficient funding
to realize the projects I
envision. In the 20th C. the
ruling operating systems and
large corporations controlled
access
to
the
tools
of
production. I was only able
to
use
the
hardware
and
software that belonged to my
employers to complete their
projects. My own resources
did not allow me to produce
high quality work — until now.
Last year, I was able to move
a
lot
of
my
personal
production work to the Ubuntu
Linux operating system and
begin to explore Open Source
software
resources.
This
publication has been designed
using
The
Gimp
for
image
preparation and Scribus for
design and layout with RAW
Studio.

Certainly, these tools do not have all of the sleek features of the latest
corporate products, but I can use them without fear of bad karma or lawsuits. By
using Ubuntu Linux, I feel I am part of a community that supports my work. Many of
these Open Source tools are freely available for MacOSX and Windows systems. It is
a little known fact that the Mac OSX is built upon Linux modified by Apple, if the
X11 helper program is installed, many programs intended for Linux will run natively
on the Mac. With Open Source there is a partnership agreement between developer and
user — if you can get it to work it is yours, if you love it, please donate.

Computer development has been driven by the vision of many artists who have devoted
countless hours to solving hardware and software configuration puzzles. Each
person's vision is as unique as their artistic practice and many times a tool
developed for one purpose can be adapted to function in a completely different
context. The City of Vancouver is taking the lead in this area as Mayor Gregor
Robertson and Coun. Andrea Reimer want to support open-source software and open
standards. Coun. Reimer is putting forward a motion May 19th to make this official
policy and it will be interesting to observe the result.

The internet is as cross-platform as a busy web designer can make it. Every time a
page is accessed with a browser, many errors can occur due to the extreme variety of
operating systems, hardware, browser software and plug-ins. My recent work suggests
that the future of the internet is with content management rather than enhanced
versions of static html pages. Next issue: Trends in Internet Content Management
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Paul Plimley and Victoria
have formed the duo, You
Are Here (YAH) to produce
and perform their music and
multi-media
compositions.
Most
recently,
Victoria
played
notebook
computer
and Paul, piano; on their
work,
Sapphire
Choir,
as
part
of
the
Sonic
Boom
Festival
of
New
Music
Composers.
Paul says, "Victoria has so
many wonderful skills, not
just creatively, but also
technically."

Photo: Brian Nation

Victoria,
We would love to have you work with
us.
Let me check with my colleagues &
Steve Peters the producer.
I am returning from Vienna tomorrow.
All best.
PO
Sent from my iPhone
Victoria recorded Pauline
Oliveros, Ione and Ken Newby
in December 2008 and will
continue to work with
Pauline this May 2009.

Photo: Victoria Gibson
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Jo
Blackmore, publisher
and
owner
of
Granville Island Publishing, has employed
Victoria as a publishing assistant, graphic
designer, copy writer, editor and proof
reader on contract since 2007. Victoria
continues
to
work
as
a
web
designer,
newsletter writer, Wordpress administator,
technical support and editor for the website
www.granvilleislandpublishing.com.
Her skills are particularly valued by Jo,
who says "I was always happy with your work
and I realize you have made a substantial
contribution to the continued success of our
books."
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Design for Print or Web Publishing
Image Preparation
Record, Video, Scan or Photograph
Writing and Editing Services
Multimedia, Video + Audio Production
Instruction and Support

Gibson ł vixmusic01@hotmail.com ł 604-875-1105 ł

The Live More Lightly Project

Book your workshop
info@livemorelightly.com

This exciting environmental awareness
project started with a song composed by
Victoria Gibson. The song encourages all
workshop participants to choose one small
lifestyle change that they can easily
accomplish and to sing or say their pledge
as part of the song.
This community building workshop can be
adapted to suit the specific needs of your
group with emphasis on environmental,
musical or lifestyle education. The length of
each workshop can expand to fill available
time frames and cover selected topics.
Suitable for all ages,

Designed within Downbeat
Magazine constraints.

Published in Christmas
Gift Guide 2008.

Support Your
Local Artist.

Collaborative Composition with Play the Moment Composers Collective
Play
the
Moment
Composer's
Collective
was
originally formed in 2000 for the purpose of
giving Vancouver improvising composers a smaller
ensemble to work with. The NOW Orchestra and John
Kosrud's Hard Rubber Orchestra, in their many
incarnations, have given Vancouver two large
ensembles that regularly challenge the boundaries
of contemporary music and multi-media performance.
Victoria Gibson worked with Jude Abrams and other colleagues to solidify the
concept of an ensemble that consists of seven creative collaborators, who could
be using any media of expression, joining to gether to express the energy
present in the moment. After three performances in 2000-02, Jude moved to
Powell River and became more involved in environmental activism and video
production and Victoria worked to complete her BA at UBC.

There is now renewed interest in the ensemble as some of the recordings
of performances have been mixed and material prepared to work towards a
new production involving environmental soundscapes.

Subject To Analysis
The orderly row of tense knots the years have knit into my body
loosen,
Unravelling like the wool from a shawl
snagged,
then pulled free of the tidy prescribed pattern.
Precise blunt fingers of expert hands probing tight spirals
unlock,
Using ancient rhythmic codes of motion
parsed,
from tidal pulses and phases of the moon.
Rigid strength, sensitive as a mimosa plant defending against
touch,
Foursquare equals triple trine dimensional
flexed,
when softened with heat of passion.
Soon to be open in full flower the delicate crimson petals
unfold,
Offering a taste of timeless ocean
joined,
temporally to the exalted river mouth.
victoria oct 2008

